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In the coming week, military commanders from India and China are expected to hold the 13th round 

of talks to continue the effort to find a way out of the LAC crisis. Sharp exchanges between Beijing and New 

Delhi have served as a reminder that relations are undoubtedly at their lowest since 1988. On September 24, 

the Chinese Foreign Ministry, while responding to a question about new border management protocols, laid 

the blame for last year’s border crisis entirely on India’s doorstep, saying India’s “illegal trespass” caused the 

dispute. The Foreign Ministry repeated this charge in even stronger language, describing, on September 29, 

India’s actions last year as a “forward policy”, implicitly invoking the 1962 war. New Delhi in turn reminded 

Beijing that it was its “provocative behaviour”, and amassing of troops in April 2020 following annual military 

exercises, that led to the flashpoints. The envoys of both countries have also made statements, at a virtual 

dialogue, that suggest a gulf in the state of relations. The Chinese envoy to India, Sun Weidong, called on 

both countries to “place the border issue in an appropriate position” and said “it is not the whole story of 

bilateral relations”. His Indian counterpart, Vikram Misri, said the Chinese side was “shifting goalposts” in 

how both countries have, for three decades, managed the border areas peacefully. This, he said, was 

predicated on “a well-understood distinction” between managing the border areas and resolving the 

boundary question. 

It is clear that this understanding, along with the four border agreements, has now broken down on 

account of China’s actions last year to unilaterally re-draw the LAC in Ladakh in the Western Sector. This 

week’s military commanders talks will take up disputes in Hot Springs, while disputes in Demchok and 

Depsang remain unresolved. Since the crisis last year, both sides have set up buffer zones in Galwan Valley 

and on the north bank of Pangong Lake, and have disengaged on the south bank and in Gogra. This 

temporary arrangement has helped prevent the recurrence of clashes, but with past agreements in disarray, 

a longer term understanding to keep the peace still eludes both sides. Recent incidents in Uttarakhand, and a 

continued military build-up in the Eastern Sector, underline the pressing need for reaching one. Mr. Misri 

suggested a way out of this stalemate, saying “it cannot be that only one side’s concerns are of relevance...” 

and acknowledging that “safeguarding territorial integrity and national security holds equal value for both 

sides.” He maintained both sides still had the space to cooperate on issues including tackling the pandemic, 

concerns about terrorism in the region and the situation in Afghanistan. Doing so will certainly build trust. 

Finding that space, however, will hinge on first restoring normalcy along the border. 

 

 lock in (phrasal verb) – get involved in a tough 

situation. 

 stalemate (noun) – deadlock, impasse, 

standstill/stand-off. 

 normalcy (noun) – a normal condition; 

normality, regularity. 

 hold (verb) – convene, arrange, take part in. 

 the way out (noun) – a method of dealing with a 

problem; solution. 

 exchange (noun) – conversation, dialogue, talk, 

discussion, meeting. 

 serve as (verb) – act as, function as. 

 protocol (noun) – procedure, convention, rules, 

rules of conduct. 

 lay the blame on someone (phrase) – to blame 

someone for something. 

 on one’s doorstep (phrase) – literally meaning 

“very close to someone”; by extension, it means 

“as someone’s responsibility”. 

 trespass (noun) – unlawful entry, intrusion, 

encroachment, invasion, infringement. 

 forward policy (noun) – a set of foreign policy 

doctrines applicable to territorial ambitions and 

disputes in which emphasis is placed on securing 

control of targeted territories by invasion and 

annexation or by the political creation of 

compliant buffer states. 

 implicitly (adverb) – indirectly, tacitly, 

understandably, in a implied/hinted way. 

 invoke (verb) – cite, refer to, adduce. 

 in turn (phrase) – in succession, sequentially. 

 provocative (adjective) – annoying, irritating, 

agitational, inflammatory. 

 amass (verb) – gather together, get together, 

assemble. 

 exercise (noun) – (military) manoeuvres, 

operations. 

 lead to (verb) – result in, cause, bring on. 

 flashpoint (noun) – a situation where sudden 

problems could happen. (In international 

relations, a flashpoint is an area or dispute that 
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has a strong possibility of developing into a 

war). 

 envoy (noun) – diplomat, consul, ambassador. 

 virtual (adjective) – performing a task with the 

use of the computer, especially over a network. 

 gulf (noun) – gap, fissure, rift; divide, division, 

separation, difference. 

 call on (phrasal verb) – request, appeal to, ask, 

urge. 

 bilateral (adjective) – involving two groups or 

countries. 

 counterpart (noun) – someone or something 

that has the same job or purpose as another; 

equivalent, equal, fellow. 

 move/shift the goalposts (phrase) – to change 

the rules/conditions. 

 decade (noun) – a period of ten years. 

 predicate on/upon (phrasal verb) – base, be 

dependent, found, premise. 

 distinction (noun) – difference, differentiation, 

variation. 

 It is clear that (phrase) – clearly. 

 on account of (phrase) – because of, owing to, 

due to, by virtue of. 

 unilaterally (adverb) – used to indicate 

something done by a person/country without 

approval/agreement from other 

people/countries involved in the situation. 

 take up (phrasal verb) – become involved in, 

become interested in, engage in; accept a 

challenge. 

 hot springs (noun) – Hot Springs (Kyam) is the 

location of an Indian border checkpost operated 

by Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) in the 

Chang Chenmo River valley in Ladakh near the 

disputed border with China. It is so named 

because there is a hot spring at this location. 

(hot spring is generally a spring (well head) with 

water at temperatures substantially higher than 

the air temperature of the surrounding region 

and  it (water) is believed to have medicinal 

qualities). 

 Demchok (plains) (noun) – a village and military 

encampment in the Indian-administered 

Demchok sector that is disputed between India 

and China. It is administered as part of the 

Nyoma tehsil in the Leh district of Ladakh by 

India. and claimed by China as part of the Tibet 

Autonomous Region. The Line of Actual Control 

(LAC) with Tibet runs on the southeast side of 

the village along the Charding Nullah and 

continues along the Indus River. 

 Depsang (plains) (noun) – The Depsang plains 

lie south of DBO (Daulat Beg Oldie post) in a 

strategic area that the military calls Sub-Sector 

North (SSN). DBO is the country’s northernmost 

outpost where India operates an advanced 

landing ground to support its forward military 

deployments. The Depsang Plains are large 

plains that are suitable for driving armoured 

carriers, artillery and mechanised units, which is 

unusual at the height of about 17,000 feet 

above sea level. The Depsang plains are 

strategically important as it provides a flat 

surface amid the mountainous terrain which can 

be used by either of the two countries to launch 

a military offensive, similar to the Spanggur Gap 

in the Chushul sub-sector. 

 plain (noun) – a large area of flat land. 

 set up (phrasal verb) – form, create, establish. 

 buffer zone (noun) – neutral area. 

 valley (noun) – a low area between hills or 

mountains typically with a river running through 

it.  

 disengage (verb) – withdraw, pull out, leave, 

move out, retreat (of military troops from an 

area of conflict). 

 recurrence (noun) – reappearance, repetition. 

 clash (noun) – confrontation, fight, conflict, 

skirmish, encounter. 

 disarray (noun) – disorganization, disorder, lack 

of order, chaos. 

 elude (verb) – escape from, evade, avoid, get 

away from, dodge. 

 build-up (noun) – increase/accumulation, 

expansion, enlargement. 

 underline (verb) – emphasize, underscore, 

highlight. 

 pressing (adjective) – urgent, critical, crucial, 

important. 

 relevance (noun) – significance, importance; 

appropriateness. 

 acknowledge (verb) – accept, recognize, realize. 

 integrity (noun) – unity, cohesion, un-

dividedness, togetherness, solidarity. 

 hinge on (verb) – depend on, be based, be 

dependent. 
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Two separate sets of macro-economic data, one from the Government on output at eight core 

industries in August, and the other, IHS Markit’s survey-based Purchasing Managers’ Index (PMI) for the 

manufacturing sector from September, collectively point to a recovery in industrial activity. The provisional 

figures based on the Index of Eight Core Industries spanning coal to fertilizers show overall output grew 

11.6% year-on-year in August, helped substantially by expansions in electricity and steel production of 15.3% 

and 5.1%, respectively. With weights of almost 20% and 18% in the index, respectively, the two industries 

were also among the only three sectors that posted month-on-month expansions from July, with natural gas 

being the third. Electricity output was likely buoyed by the lull in monsoon activity in August, as well as an 

uptick in broader industrial power consumption. And improved Government spending on infrastructure 

projects ought to have undergirded demand for steel. Refinery products, the largest constituent of the index, 

recorded 9.1% growth over August 2020 with the gradual easing of the pandemic-related restrictions. 

However, an almost 9% slump in diesel consumption from the preceding month saw the sector post a 5.5% 

sequential contraction. Reports on fuel consumption trends from September point to a significant slowdown 

last month, a less-than-encouraging sign especially when one considers the renewed uptrend in the pump 

prices of automobile fuels. Also, with rains in September exceeding the long-period average for the month by 

a sizeable margin, power demand too was hit last month. 

The more contemporary September PMI data show factory orders and output expanded faster than 

in the preceding month, with the PMI reading of 53.7 outpacing August’s 52.3. Manufacturers reported 

favourable market conditions and improvements in sales volumes, with makers of consumer goods leading 

the pack. While some of the increase in orders at manufacturing companies is clearly linked to improved 

demand for Indian products in the international markets, a trend reflected in the more than 21% jump in 

merchandise exports last month, a substantial part is tied to an inventory build-up in view of the festival 

season. IHS Markit’s survey of manufacturing firms, however, also reveals a lack of fresh hiring for the second 

straight month as well as price pressures from high fuel and transport costs. With the formal manufacturing 

industry seemingly wary of adding more employees, and the MSME sector still struggling to recover from the 

COVID-19 hit, the lack of employment and reduced household incomes are bound to constrain consumer 

spending. The current quarter holds the key to determining how durable the recovery could turn out to be. 

 

 macro-economic (adjective) – relating to the 

branch of economics concerned with large-scale 

factors (interest rates/national productivity). 

 core sectors/industries (noun) – the eight 

industries comprising electricity, steel, refinery 

products, crude oil, coal, cement, natural gas 

and fertilizers are classified as core sector 

industries. 

 IHS Markit (noun) – it is a global leader in 

information, analytics and solutions for the 

major industries and markets that drive 

economies worldwide. It partners with clients in 

business, finance and government to help them 

see the big picture with unrivaled insights that 

lead to well-informed, confident decisions. 

 Purchasing Managers’ Index (PMI) (noun) – 

Purchasing Managers Index (PMI) is a monthly 

business survey data provided by IHS Markit. 

The monthly data are derived from surveys of 

senior executives at private sector companies. 

PMI data is used for accurate and timely insight 

into the health of a particular economy. The PMI 

data are used by financial and corporate 

professionals to better understand where 

economies and markets are headed, and to 

uncover opportunities. 

 collectively (adverb) – as a whole 

 point to (verb) – indicate, suggest, denote. 

 provisional (adjective) – temporary, short-term, 

interim, transitional. 

 index (noun) – an (economic) data figure 

reflecting something (e.g. price/quantity) 

compared with a standard or base value; 

pointer, indicator. 

 span (verb) – extend over, stretch across, 

spread over, range over. 

 year-on-year (adjective) – year over year (for 

comparison). 

 substantially (adverb) – considerably, 

significantly, largely. 

 expansion (noun) – increase, growth, 

development. 

 weight (noun) – importance, significance. 
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 month-on-month (adjective) – used to compare 

data for one month with that in previous 

months. 

 natural gas (noun) – Natural gas (also called 

fossil gas) is a naturally occurring hydrocarbon 

gas mixture consisting primarily of methane, but 

commonly including varying amounts of other 

higher alkanes, and sometimes a small 

percentage of carbon dioxide, nitrogen, 

hydrogen sulfide, or helium. Methane makes up 

70-90% of natural gas. Natural gas is formed 

from the remains of plants and animals.   

 buoy (verb) – uplift, encourage, stimulate, give 

strength to. 

 lull (noun) – pause, interval, break. 

 uptick (noun) – a small increase or upward 

trend. 

 government spending or public spending 

(noun) – money spent by the government. 

 infrastructure (noun) – the basic physical or 

organisational structure for something (to 

function properly).   

 ought to (modal verb) – must, should. 

 undergird (verb) –  support, uphold, bolster, 

underpin, reinforce, strengthen. 

 constituent (adjective) – integral (part/unit). 

 ease (verb) – lessen, reduce, decrease. 

 pandemic (noun) – the worldwide spread of a 

new disease; The illness spreads around the 

world and typically affects a large number of 

people across a wide area. 

 slump (noun) – decline, tumble, downturn, 

steep fall, decrease. 

 preceding (adjective) – previous, prior, earlier. 

 sequential (adjective) – continuous, 

consecutive. 

 contraction (noun) – In economics, it refers to a 

decline in national output as measured by gross 

domestic product. 

 slowdown (noun) – economic decline, 

recession, slump/depression. 

 less-than sign (noun) – a mathematical symbol < 

(that denotes an inequality between two 

values). equals sign (=), not equal to (≠) greater 
than (>) sign. 

 renewed (adjective) – re-established, revived. 

 uptrend (noun) – an upward tendency. 

 pump price (noun) – the retail selling price of 

petrol/diesel (to the public). 

 sizeable (adjective) – substantial, considerable, 

significant. 

 hit (verb) – affect badly, damage, have a 

negative effect/impact on. 

 contemporary (adjective) – up to date, latest, 

recent. 

 expand (verb) – grow, increase in size. 

 outpace (verb) – surpass, outshine, do better 

than. 

 lead the pack (phrase) – to be more successful 

than others. 

 reflect (verb) – indicate, show, display, 

demonstrate, reveal, exhibit. 

 merchandise (noun) – goods, commodities, 

produce, product. 

 substantial (adjective) – considerable, 

significant, large. 

 inventory (noun) – a complete list of items in 

stock. 

 build-up (noun) – increase/accumulation, 

expansion, enlargement. 

 in view of (phrase) – taking into 

consideration/account, bearing in mind, 

because of, as a result of. 

 lack of (noun) – absence, insufficiency, shortage, 

unavailability. 

 Inflationary/price pressures (noun) – the 

demand and supply-side pressures that can 

cause a rise in the general price level; cost-push 

inflation, hot-economy, deficit finance. 

 seemingly (adverb) – apparently, evidently, 

outwardly. 

 wary (adjective) – cautious, careful, 

circumspect, alert. 

 hit (noun) – damage, blow, impact, effect. 

 household (noun) – family, house. 

 bound to (adjective) – certain, sure, very likely, 

guaranteed. 

 constrain (verb) – restrict, limit, control, 

restrain. 

 consumer expenditure/spending (noun) – the 

acquisition (buying/procuring) of goods and 

services by individuals or families. 

 durable (adjective) – long-lasting, long-term, 

strong, substantial. 

 turn out (phrasal verb) – happen, develop, end 

(in a specific way). 
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